
Iraqi religious and ethnic components as for year 1947 

GROUP URBAN % RURAL % TOTAL % 

Muslims       

Arab Shiite 673.000 41% 1.671.000 56.5% 2.344.000 51.38% 

Arab Sunni 428.000 26.7% 472.000 16% 900.000 19.73% 

Kurds Sunni 176.000 10.9% 662.000 22.4% 838.000 18.37% 

Persians Shiite 49.000 3.1% 3.000 0.1% 52.000 1.14% 

Turkman Sunni 39.000 2.5% 11.000 0.3% 50.000 1.1% 

Turkman Shiite 11.000 0.7% 31.000 1.1% 42.000 0.92% 

Kurds Shiite Fayli 14.000 0.9% 16.000 0.5% 30.000 0.66% 

Sub-total 1 1.390.000  2.866.000  4.256.000 93.29% 

Non-Muslims       

Christians 94.000 5.9% 55.000 1.8% 149.000 3.27% 

Jews 113.000 7% 4.000 0.2% 117.000 2.56% 

Yezidis & Shabaks 2.000 0.1% 31.000 1% 33.000 0.72% 

Mandaeans 5.000 0.3% 2.000 0.1% 7.000 0.15% 

Sub-total 2 214.000  92.000  306.000 6.71% 

TOTAL 1.604.000  2.958.000  4.562.000 100% 

 
Ethno-religious communities’ figures and percentages 

Ethnicity URBAN % RURAL % TOTAL % 

Arabs (Muslims) 1.101.000  2.143.000  3.244.000 71.11% 

Kurds (Muslims) 190.000  678.000  868.000 19.07% 

Persians (Muslims) 49.000  3.000  52.000 1.14% 

Turkman (Muslims) 50.000  42.000  92.000 2.02% 
Assyrians + Armenians 
(Christians) 

94.000  55.000  149.000 3.27% 

Jews 113.000  4.000  117.000 2.56% 
Others (Yezidis, 
Shabaks, Mandeans) 

7.000  33.000  40.000 0.88% 

TOTAL 1.604.000  2.958.000  4.562.000 100% 

 
Source: 
Collection from Different Sources 


